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Guan Gong
160 – 220 AD
Also known as Guan Yu, he is the Chinese God of the War, the embodiment of
loyalty, righteous, bravery and benevolence. Guan Yu lived during the chivalrous
era of The Three Kingdoms. He had a red face and long beard. The weapon he
carried was called Guan Dao, or Green Dragon Crescent Blade which resembled a
halberd and weighed 40 pounds.
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Li Bai
Widely regarded as one of the greatest poets, he took traditional poetic form to
new heights. He was born during the Tang dynasty in ancient China. His prolific
poetry was a rich mosaic of the places, the people and the impressions he gathered
throughout his long years of roaming. His sparkling poetry and flamboyant
lifestyle earned him the title of Poet Immortal.
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Sun Tzu
544 – 496 BC
He was a military general, strategist and philosopher who lived during the Spring
and Autumn Period of Ancient China. His book, The Art of War, has significant
impact on Chinese history and culture. It was translated worldwide and has had an
influence on Eastern and Western military thinking, business tactics, legal strategy
and beyond.
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Century BC

A great philosopher and the author of Daodejing (Tao-te ching), he was the
founder of Taoism. Taoists regard him as the deity who advocated wu wei,
commonly translated as the “Classic of the Way and Virtue.” His influence on
Chinese culture is pervasive and reaches beyond China. Next to the Bible, the
Daodejing is the most translated work in world literature.
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Qin Shi Huang
259 – 210 BC
Ying Zheng conferred the title of the First Emperor to himself after he unified
China in 221 BC. He connected and rebuilt the Great Wall. He ordered his
own tomb to be constructed in Xi-An with thousands of terracotta warriors,
chariots and real bronze weapons. He was notorious for burning virtually all
the books that remained from previous regimes. He even banned scholarly
discussions of the past.
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Emperor Wu of Han
156 – 87 BC
Emperor Wu of Han was the fifth emperor of the Han dynasty. During his reign
from 141 to 87 BC, he vastly expanded the territory, centralized government,
developed cultural contact with the west and opened the Silk Road. He made
Confucianism the state religion of China. His reign was one of the most
prosperous periods in Chinese history.
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Taizong of Tang
598 – 649 AD

Li Shimin and his father were the co-founders of the Tang Dynasty. His 23 year
"Reign of Zhenguan" was considered a golden age of Chinese history and became
required study for future rulers. During his reign, Tang China flourished
economically and militarily; it was the largest and the strongest nation in the
world. For more than a century after his death, Tang China enjoyed peace and
prosperity.
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Genghis Khan
1162 – 1227 AD
Born Temujin, the Great Khan, he unified Mongol and Turkic tribes. He led the
Mongol army and his sons defeated and destroyed the nations along the way to
Europe. He and his Mongol forces brutally conquered Armenia, Hungary, Persia,
Russia, Samarkand, and Turkey and built the transcontinental Mongol Empire,
which by far is the largest contiguous empire in the world history.
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Confucious
551 – 479 BC
He was a thinker, political figure, educator, and founder of the Ru School of
Chinese thought. His teachings, preserved in the Lunyu or Analects, focused on
creating ethical models of family and public interaction, and setting educational
standards. His teaching and philosophy have deeply affected Chinese thoughts
and religions for over two thousand years.

